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N’ MAY 30 LAST YEAR, a long distance call to my North Caroltuia
apartment announceéd the death in Ranggon, Burma, of Dr. Ba Maw. He was
85 years.old. For at least. the second hd ‘of his-unique career, his name had
been a household word. With his passing, a notable era in the history of the
‘Burmese’ nation tnded. o ‘ : )

- Shorily before his'death, Mrs. Theda Maw Stuitevant, the only daughter
living abroad and therefore beyond the reach of the Burmese secret police, had

+ written to tell bim that she had contacted me in the United States and: that 1

scemed agreeable ta doing a short piece on his Yife—not so much on Ba Maw
the politician. and senior statesman as-on Ba Maw. the man. Although getting

. messages in and out of Burma through channels other than the heavily cen-

sored mails was awearisome as.well as a risky business, Dr. Ba Maw closed
readily with my otfer. In saying he was pleased with the project ana that there
‘was Ho one more qualified than myself to carry it out, he was speaking at feast
partially with tongue in cheek. -

Although Pr. Ba Maw and [ are products of an educational system that
adhered sa rigidly to the curriculum and discipline of a British publi¢ school as
to give rise to student upheavats that ended onee and for all the clitism of that
system, he was so senior to.me in years that T was not always able to overcome
the deference with which we treated senior classmen.in our schools. This had
nothing to do with riches or worldly success; it was the mere fact of one being
s$a much ahead of another as to warrant one’s assumption of authority and
precedencein apecking order based on the fag system. It made no di flerence at
all that, bereff.of his father in infancy, he had gone to St Paul’s on a compas-
sionate scholarship, whereas I, possessed of father and mother, had been
charged a staggering sum-of money for the privilege of being a “‘parlour
boarder”” at St Peter’s. Fhroughout our long acquaintanceship, Pr. Ba Maw
never allowed me_the luxury of getting the better of him in debate. He would
feign consternation at my “ignorance’” or lack of cogency irnargument, in the
manner of a prefect dressing down a junior for truancy.

~—To-begin-thenr-with-facts-wh ich-are-mare-er-less-of commeon-knowle edue, -
Dy Ba ‘Maw was born on February 8, 1893, in the dehta town of Maubin

arivdst an abundance of rice and a super-abundance of mosguitoes, the jatter
forrunatehe, of the non-malarial species. His grandmother, Hpws Khin, was o

donvmeering personality. whe had appotnted herself ambodss i af e o

antil the local autherities went in awe of her. There was stiil 4 Burmese Kg on

‘the celestial throne.in Mandalay, but Hpwa Khin had litee patience with what
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| she viewed as the aberrant ways of a dc_-gcncr:_aie‘Court. Great thercfore was her
. disappointment when one of her seven beautiful daughters gave her heart to an

" itinerant palace official deeply committed to the monarchy and the sagging _

fortunes of King Thibaw .

U Kye, or U Shwe Kye, as he came to be styled afier the word “Golden™

had been prefixed to-his name, had eary distin ished himself by learning-not—— -~

—only English;but Frénich as Well. He was thus able to aceompany the Kinwun
- Mingyi on both the missions to Europe, the first time a-Burmese plenipoten-
. tiary had véntured into the heartlands of the infidel. U Shwe Kye alone could
- ‘cominunicate directly with western leaders, and this earned him ambassadorial

- rank as well as the task of writing the official acconnt of the mission, known to-

- day as “*Kinwun Mingyi’s Diary.”” Thibaw’s chief minister, although speak-
ing no English, was sagacious enough to.recognize the ascendency of Eurdpean
“power. Accordingly, he counsclled patience and constraint when Britain
< threatened war in $885. Not so U Shwe Kye, who clung to the monarchy even
.after King Thibaw had been exiled, and for five years waged a losing battle
against the-invader. Dr. Ba Maw thus never saw his father. Years later, the
British Crimipal Investigation Department (a curicus device for tracing.

- Burmese genealogy) surmised that, because Dr. Ba Maw was fair of complex-
~ den, he must bé a Eurasian of some kind. Actually, his complexion was no
lighter than ‘that -of many another Lower Burman or Mon. I should have
- thought a miore striking feature was his eyes which had the habit of fastening
themselves on. ophers with_the intensity :and fearlessniess of one or two of the

_ best-known British proconsuls. I once twitted Dr. Ba Maw about his being a
. daker. ““You assumed the title of Dictator,”” I said (his official designation as
" head of $tate ‘was sdnarsiin Adipadi—repository of power and the ulumate in
authority}), “‘vetvou never once jailed, let alone killed, anybody. You must be

a bogus dictator.” Mis immediate response was, **A man’s best weapon is his

eye. The other kind are not dictators; they're thugs.”” ,
The Frenth Brothers of the Christian Schools, then newly established in
‘Rangoon, teck -in not only Dr. Ba Maw but also his elder brother, Dr. Ba
" Han. Theirmother, in her widowhood, might have been expected to return to
the family heart in Maubin; but apparently she was determined to give her
sons the best possible education under the new dispensation. Displaying a stiff

. -upper lip, soon to develop as a family characteristic, she invested in a pony cart -

and eventually ran a fleet of *‘gharries,”” or, as the British called them,
_hackney- carriages. As the boys graduated from St Paul’s, with scholastic

_records seldoin equailed, friends and tela'gives-_hefpcd them pursue’ further
studies in Indin. (in those days the Rangoon College did not yet confer degrees)

and:the-brothers returned with.a Master of Arts diploma apiece. Ba Han went
‘into teaching school, saved money-and sped to England where, after qualifying
‘rapidly as'a barrister, he-wrote his theses £4 win two doctorates simultaneously,
Ba-Maw followed, had. himsell admitted at Cambridge, and entered Gray’s

“Into follow in his brother's footsteps. Although the brothers were very cloge, -
axrdxgmamcd devoted to-each other for the rest of their lives, Dr. Ba Maw’sa

-
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ife style was vastly dilferent from the other’s. Dr. Ba Han was immersed in law
‘books. He was frugal and ascetic throughout his life and, u nbelievably to me,

neveronce went ta-the theatre or cinema. Upon his return to Burma he formed
his chapter of the Phmouth Brethren and comported himself thereafier as a

model of that brand of Christianjry. an.which- the-arpenities; amd-indéed the

joys; of tite are Ticld suspect. I asked hinrto dinner once or twice: he always ac-

“cepted but subsequently excused himself uncertain lest what | considered plain
- fare might border on the orgiastic in his puritanical imagination. The eupeptic
* healthiness:of his morality contrasted strangely with maladies which I suspect

were induced by avoidance of pleasures which must be bad because too many
people too offen indulged in them. To Dr. Ba Maw, on the other hand, the

stady of the Jaw was far from being the be-all and end-all of life. The education

he clected - was that of a gentleman. He read Adam Smith and was Hule in-

“fluenced by the London Scheol of Economics and, as he was at pains to add,

Political Science. At the start of his-political carcer he was to found the Sinyetha
or Poor Man’s party, but his socialisin consisted of the. slogan ‘‘Three acres
and zeow”” based-on the philosophy that the people must own something, and
wealth acquired, before it can be spread.arcund. His problem was landicssness
i Burma brought about by improvidence on the part -of the farmers and
foreclosare by Indian thettiars and abscntee landlords. Dr. Ba Maw was the
least xenophobic of Asians, but he felt impelled to circumscribe the economic
power-of foreigners. He seemed genuinely distressed that during the time he
was i the government riots sheuld -have broken out against the Indian Hin-

“dus, the Chinese-and the Moslems. He thought it was unworthy of the Burman

to take it out on communities that owned more, but Jargely because they were

* ess apendiluif, whercas the weal incubus on the Burmese economy was the

‘monopolistic strangleliold of 1ffe British commercial interests. British trade, or
British-enterprise in the market place, was not markedly unfair and, until the
Burman leamt recognized procedures, it was not totally objectionable to have
mostly Indian and Chinese meschants acting as middlemen and distributors
for Eurepeairmanufactures. What-was intolerable for Dr. Ba-Maw was the ex-
cessive. political power the British business. exercised under the 1935 Govern-

‘ment of Burma-Act, arising out of the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms. It was

under this Act that Dr, Ba Maw became the first Prime Minister of Burma in

-1937. "The Aet was so framed that the Pfitish Chamber of Commerce was vir-

tually able to-make and unmake cabinets, and it was Dr. Ba-Maw’s uncom-
promising -opposition to the chamber’s dominance in the Legislature that
brought about his downfall, . ' _ :

* Buu first, the youngBa Maw in London and his preparation for the:strug-
gles ahead. Not at that stage, not thereafter, was there in Dr. Ba Maw the
frenctic.desperation of a revolutionary willing to gamble the future-of his-coun-

“try, to winor Jose itall. Instead, cast ds he-was in what today would be con-

sidered the truly liberal mould, ke set about equipping himself for the.role-of
leader, by studying systems and institutions-and widening: his vision through’

travel-and:personal contracts. Fating a set number of «dinners-at the Inns ef



- Court. was.obligatory. At these and othigr agtivities- egnally tradition-bound,

men:fom the calonies and protectorates were often unsure of themselves, like

- newly elecusmembers of an exclusive club. Nai so'Bi. BaMaw, who moved

with perfect case without, in the words of a contemporary, paying the
Englishman the sincerest tribute-of imitation. If one was rich and brash, fike
young U-Chit Hlaing, one came-back with an inflated ego and the undying ad+*
miration of one’s tailor; if one was poor and brash, one still had acquired a
vocabulary of vogue words and, with.a broken accent, a false sense of values.,
Only Ba Maw seerued acclimated, suffering fiom no sense of inadequacy and

- protected from afffents by a caustic tongue and a deliberate manner. Not for

him were the lightning thrust and the quick repartee; the irony and cynicism
were dished out.in a studied way, in meggured cadences. He understood the
English langoage to an extent ncvg'-r“gra'spéd_é)y any other Burman before or
siree his time. Altheugh he never cultivated the English accent, he was

- Bemused by the Oxford drawl, loaking upon it as-mere affectation. Yet in the

YU and non-U coutraversy of later times he stood with the gentry against the
plebeians. He liked to play with words and the manner of their delivery,
savouring every inflexion, every nudnce of tone. Most Englishmen talking to
Burmans might simplify their Janguage for ready compreghension; Dr. Ba Maw
never did. He: spoke to everyone exactly alike, and if he thought he was spéak-

ing above the other’s head, he would stay throughout the conversation with,
" Burmese, knowing full well that he often sounded in that medinm aé stilted, 7 ¢

eschewing as he did: the slightly off-colour ‘words, the irreverent puns and
spoonerisms with which our language-abounds, even the easy conversational
gambit of richochet words. e ' _

- Inconformity with the sdii prevaient custiom of young gendemen in Yuesy
of a wider education, Dr. Ba Maw. travelled of the Continent. I could never

- get him to speak French, although his knowledge of that language must have

been censiderable. He submitted his. Ph.I3. thesis to the University of
Bordeaux, but as he confesses, he was more taken with Josephine Baker than
with French culture, notwithstanding which his. religious beliefs took on the
hue-of a Veltaire: in a nutshell, religion was unnecessary to a philosopher,
whereas the common people needed and ought to be encouraged tc embrace
some form of religion, to render them amenable to governance. His artistic
talents were such that he designed his own clothes as well as those of his wife
and daughters. In place of the traditional gaungbaung, which in those days
preceded the ready-tied turban, and needed patience and dexterity to fix and
unfix, he sported a velver beret—more correctly a skull cap—worn at a jaunty
angle. He was heckled in Parliament as being improperly dressed; his admirers
said it was a practical garment because it hid 2 scar on his forehead; but of

no scar. His elegance in dress and deportmient equalled that

course there was
~of his speech. The ornateness might tend to bewilder both friends ard critics,
but he went on his own sweet way, unhampered by snide remarks that he was
“togging up’’ as though for the stage; that in his house the common gourd was
so fashioned for his.table that it resembled a work of art!

) ping stone, but not in
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“The Buriiese-drama, the pupper thicatce, and Burmese classical misic

‘neves: failed to bring him delighit--He was equally ar-home with Western music,

both classieal and low-brow: Once-geing into-his residence unannounced, I

was pleasantly surprised -ta find-him siég;ixllg._’:t;hc theme-song from.a Magilyn

- “Monroe filri, the one about 'l"t!-'c"'bs:i—ajlg'.eura-.\.tg'ﬂer on the riverof no retut_‘-ﬂf-{,ﬂsé
- was then living largely upon the past, and the words seemed. to fit his mood.

* Having many acquaintances, but very few friends with- whom he could 's‘hh;_rg-
his thoughts, he tended to be.introspective, but once you got him going he

* could'bethe life and soul of.a.party. Gastronemy rather than epicureanism-was

his forte. He ate and drank sparingly, preferring a claret to thie much. touted

- whisky, and he seemed to set greater store by the manner in which his-dinner”

~+ars Taid; rather than the contents thereof, on the theory that a-well served meal
was.a well prepared one. Coversation in Burma Lic believed to be alostart, and

he was almost saddened by the thought that the politicians, so good now at

-haranguing erowds and inflaming passion, were so devoid of seuse and: sen-
sibility in the privacy of their homes as to be incapable of moral suasion, the art
of diplomacy and negotiation. Dr. Ba Maw apparently needed very little sleep;
he read; he declaimed; he paced the floor and stayed awake most of the night;
in the afternoon he. might take a catnap uinder a mosquito net that ran the
lergth of his booklined study. A patron of the arts though he undoubtedly was,
L recall secing gnly one oil on his wall, a Ngwe Gaing on the batdle-of Shwe-

- daung, with Dr. Ba Maw’s son-in-law, Bo Yan Naing, making history in.a -

paddy field. An aficionado of the Japanese flower arrangement, and. a fur-
siture designer (I told him cabinet making was in his bloed), he nevertheless
used an old fashioned, uncomfortable chair to werk in. He frever used &
typewriter or gadgets of any kind, but wrote everything 1 longhand, neat, ac-
curate, and always decipherable. He wrote many an article for my paper, for
which I paid him nothing. At the same time, he refused to write to-order. He
would write-enly when he felt the urge, and if 1 failed to publish it, it.was my
loss. : a :

I have always thought that Dr; Ba Maw would have been happier as an
educator or college president. He was the one Burman who would have beena
great Master of 2 citadel of learning in the Oxbridge tradition. He had in fact

- begun adult life as lecturer in English at Rangoan College (he subsequently

became Education Minister, and an extremely good one:at that), but of course
the moment he returned from Europe in 1924 the law claimed him for its own.

At the very outset, 2 brilliant mind like Dr. Ba Maw’s could have reached out’

to-a judgeship; if he waited a while he could expect 16 be a puisne judge of the
. High Court and given a knighthood. Dr. Ba Maw was to use the law as a step-

safe; he smhesitatingly joined the General Council of Buddhist Associations,
the only political association which held out promise of being able to reclaim
Burma by constitutional means. Among the educated classes there had been
stirrings of nationalism, faint and inchoate at first, but gathering momentum
as, the wicissitudes of the people under the Konbaung kings forgotten, political

the manner of most of the barrjsters who liked to play it
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monks of the Buddhist “‘Church Militant”” -4 . Maw, whom he had warried-on Aprl'5, 1926, This woran;destined 1o found.
- throw-the British-out: InDr. Ba Maw's time there was. wothing comparable 1o ¥ virtually -a:d)nasty, was a slim,.dainty person with ateributes complementing
the: spirit of disaffection which-was. moving India towards civil-disobedicnce. - those-of her-husband, She was born on Pecember 13, 1905, of middic-class
But the Burmese: politicians, subjected 6 léss pressure from: the rural-arcas i - parents who.sent, her, ofall-places, t0.St. Jobn’s convent in Rangoon. e
© because their people-were-legs niiserable, than-the Indjans, - - . family wasor thodax Buddhist,.and only a clear-vision of the shape of things yet
. not fail to-discern the.political advantages to-be gainsd by - | lo'comé could have induced it to break with tradition. Khin Ma Ma thus ac-
- tactics ot the Indian National-Congress, Ba Maw waited for'the - quired a command of English which enabled her to keep abreast of +he pro~
constitutional reforms that would bring €léctions on Aa-universal franchise; an | cedural intricacies of the fledgling potiticos of these times, English being the -
. upheaval took place.in an uriexpected quarter, onc result of which was to.cx- IR § only language permitted in the Legistature. Qddly enptigh, imevery conversa-
pedite the process of bringing selfgovernment within reasonable reach. A peas- tion I have had with her, Mrs. Ba Maw never once spoke English, not even by’ -
. aiit soothsayer “in..the Tharrawaddy “district had a vision' in which. he ‘saw 4 ~ accident. I'do not think she entircly approved-ofme. Flippancy wasnotforfier, -
himself as the man born to be king, and---fgnhwnh“raiscd the ﬂag;o!"{rcbcﬂiori, : ¢  and she never understood. why her hushand and T raised our voices, argued,
assuming unto himself the tide of Galon Raja, the'Galon, like the garuda, be- : and said seemingly. rude things 0 each: other. Tha these ‘stormay sessions
ing a mythical bird-man with. supernatural powers. The depression: was setting . - should énd in peals of faughter was also beyond her. She usually-defi the two-of
in, and peasants from miles around flacked to his banner, to have charms 2 us t6 conduct our ““free masonry”’ together, but ar feast on one-pccasion-shic.in-
- tatooed or let into their skins and to hurl themeselves like hqwhngdmmhes : } . tetjected-a qgucsuon. I was, as often, taunting Dr, Ba Maw-about his discursive
against British machine-guns. It took two years and a whole division of Lidian . - ~ style of speaking and writing. Isaid he was so adjectival diat e reminded me
soldiers before the Gprising could be quelled and Saya San, the leader, brought ] ‘of Nehru. “What’s wrong with Nehru's style?”” he-demanded. He then strodc
o trial. While it could not have: occurred to any of thg: Western-educated ¥ across the roonn, brought back a small book, “Igo West” by F. Karaka, and
leaders that this was a good way of doing business with the British, they couid : -sdid, “*Read that. It’s by an. Indian, too.” Then, with mock seriousness, he
not but be impressed by the daring, indeed the recklessness, of such an under- 1 turned to his wife with, ‘‘Karaka was president of the Oxford Union. Nehru
taking. The chief political protagonist of the rebels was a briefless lawyer called i like us went to. Cambridge. My children go to Yale, but this fellow, ke only
U Saw. A man of derring-do himself, U Saw was a native of the disaffected : - went to Borstal!’'. Daw Khin Ma Ma could not understand. why T was
area, and he prompty undertook to defend Saya San. However, as a:lower 14 laughing. She asked e how, if I did-not know any word: of twe syllables, T
grade pleader, he could plead only in 2 magistrate’s court, whereas the trials 4 : managed 1o put out a paper. ' N : : '
were conducted betore a Special Tribunal, and the appeals before the High ' - Because she was so prim and proper, it-was bruited about that she was an
Court of Judicature, in which only advocates or barristers could appear. Saya . | imperious woman, and that Dr. Ba Maw gave himself airs and graces because
San’s followers approached Dr. Ba Maw. They could not come ¢  with fees, ¥ of her. All I know is that her mother was a gem dealer and she broughr to
and such honoraria as the British government might sanction for the defence of 1  Dr.BaMawa dowry which helped defray the cost of party organization as:well
indigent accused would be pitifully small, but Dy, Ba Maw accepted the brief -~ { as the luxurysof mothering those incipient political leaders later to emerge as
unhesitatingly. In an age of safety matches, Saya San had used a tinderbox { the “Thirty Comrades.” Later, when her husband was Head of State, she
with which to ignite the firse | rge scale rebellion ever, and who can. say it did gave her seal of approval to Bo Let Ya, a dyed-in-the-wool ““Comrade,” hut
not spark inte flame the latent fire of his counsel’s ardent nationalism? \ also to two others: Thakin Fhan Tun, who, tonobody’s surprise, became presi-
The British punished the rebels with. the utmost severity. In all 350 -} ~ dent of the Communist Party of Burma, and U Kyaw Nyein, who would kead
prisoners were convicted; and Saya San and 77 others hanged. Saya San never E ~ the Socialist P, arty. Than Tun. and Kyaw Nyein were ambitious men and early
uttered a word in his own defence and faced the proceedings with unconcery, - f dis'p}ayed—-'qual_rties of leadershi_pzrandi intellectual excelience that endeared themn
but Br. Ba Maw rose to forensic heights, calling the uprising a series.of riots - 10 a wornan who looked upon politics as a deadly serious business. It was
touched off by intolerable economic conditions. He ridiculed the idea of ‘ ‘Dr.Ba Maw who was imaginative and inventive; she wasa stickler for the con-
landless peasants armed with knives ‘waging war against the King-Emperor, | _ventions. The exoteric sentimentality of the husband found expression in the
and accused the British of overreacting. Only two Britishers had Jost their lives, _naming of the Childrg!l_'.gﬁcr;thc.anatars.ih_-the;}ataka{a}es:»ﬁiﬂast <child-he
.-----w-h'creas-3009-—B‘urmans-'were"dead“srrrdfgﬂﬂﬁ—p"ﬁﬁﬁib Jails. Dr. Ba Maw and U 1 uamed Neta, after Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, the Indian political leader
Saw lost their cases but won their political laurels. Both were to become Prime , who was his friend and colleague duing the Japanese occupation. Mrs. Ba
Ministers of Burma, ' ' : ‘Maw, the conservative, alike in herthinking as in her book-keeping, never per-
The plunging into politics of Dr. Ba Maw, now at the height of his powers, - ~ mitted the children to deviate from the Buddhist faith. She was. unable- 1o do
was most certainly a joint decision taken with his wife, Daw Khin Mz §4a {  ~anything about her husband’s. agnosticism, an atritude which she learnt to live
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" . with, as she learned to live with Bible readings (strictly as fiterature) and
_Christmas trees. (because it gave the <hildren -pleasure). Because of the
: }f;ﬁq;i;r_imi -naitqm of D, Ba Maw’s -_sbul.:sem:d}ingg, the man. of no religion
- = hecame known as the man of all religions. and a body of monks who took
‘D! Ba Maw’s non-profession of faith to be more than adequately covered by
“Mrs. Ba Maw’s devoutness, defended his unorthodoxy and earned for

PRTR———

L

. themselves the sobriquet of “‘Dr. Ba Maw’s pongyis.*’ o
T 83 {73 "the-.pﬂ}n{«;al— ferment “of "the nineicen-twenties, Mrs. Ba Maw had

artived; under which a'Legistative Council. of 103, of whom 80
;' Was given a shaky start. The electorate had to meet property and
gualifications, and only 7 per cent of them in fact voted. But it was
; give impetus. to everyone with political pretensions to swing o
ride after bigger game of more power and more tucrative offices when a fuller
representation under the Montagu-Cheliisford plan niaterialized. Dr. - Ba
© Maw; initially representing the parliamentary wing of the GCBA, was restive
adership. From being an amorphous body, the GCBA had first split into
vo, one faction wishing 10.advance along with India, and the other, following
ar sentiment, preferring to separate. Dr. Ba Maw, ‘intent on forminghis
party—the Sinyetha or Poor Man’s party—straddled the fence. ¥f he had
tho ie would like vo remain an anti-separatist, but would reserve the
».opt-out later if the arrangément did not work to Burma's advantage.
wview of widespread feeling that Burma should: stand on her own, and
Montagu-Chelmsford dictum “Burma isnot India,” heallowed himself to
bie: swayed. What troubled Ba Maw was that the intended reforms were still
. fratPOW in scope: the Shan stawes, Rurenni, and vire Rachin and Chin cuuny,
. .comprising half the land area of Burma, and perhaps.a third of the population,
- svould remain under the Governor’s. control. Furthermore, in a House of
esentatives of 132 elected members, there would be only 91 from generat

+

ruencies, the remainder to represent Indian, Anglo-Indian, Karen,
AL ¢-and British cammercial interests. Since these communal and jabour

~ Bssiparous-tendencies of Burmese political parties, ready to intensify.as time
" mavched on; were already there, the GUBA led by the veteran U Ba Pe, the

fter the passage of the 1935 Act, Burma was separated from India (April

. could vote. Although the three main groups remained as named, there
ixse 3 farge number of hopefuls who stood-as independents. Another
,not sexigusly taken- at thit time; was. the emergence of the
pone, the-oeganization.of the Fhakins or *‘lords™ as-the young Turks
- ity and -high ‘school graduates st led -themselves. . Origiaally, the
_revolt df these young men-was aimed at the. titish education authorities since
: lent representation at schools and- colleges was lacking, ‘and: such sewnior

s

¢ nor inclination for frivolity. The system of government called -

" interests would tend to remain-subservientto the British firms, and sinee the
#(N ationalist) under U Saw, and Sinyetha would have their work cut out.

}7) ‘and the promised general election held. Males over 18 and femates -
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Burmans as werne invited to the university senate and school boards 1ended to
favour the status que. As the studenis’ union gained strength, s leaders
turpned. to the extremists in the land, those without funds or paficnee to oppose

. the Brinsh constitutionally, who were ready adepts at using the Indian shock

tactics of strikes, boveotts, and open denunciation of British imperialism. At
the last possible moment, this group also filed candidates in a spirit of devit
may-care.

T When thie resules camie in, the Nga bwint saing or **Five Flowers in One, ™

so named because five stalwarts of the Unitéd GCBA headed it, won the
largest number of scats: 46. The alliance, however, was only for election pur-
pose, the winnitig candidates seemingly owing no allegiance to the flag once it
-had servedrits purpose. Dr. Ba Maw’s party came in with only 16 seats, whilst
the Thakins, who had filed late and only in 28 constituencies, won 3. The
GCBA expectedto. torm the government, but they wexe reckoning without Ba
Maw, who: promptly fished for the 12 independents who had got in and lured
the “Toose”” votes within-the GCBA itself. It then remained open to the British
in the‘Councit whether to sanction the coalition or vote with the majority party.
They gave the nod to Dr. Ba Maw, who thus became the first Prime Minister
of Burma. '

Dr. Ba Maw’s tactic of attracting adherents fromn other parties was not lost
upon U Saw, who had travelled abroad (to Japan) in preparation for hisewn

~ debut. His Myockit party had only to reach out to the GCBA rump and at the

first wobble of the new government he would be able-to.do a “Ba Maw’” on.its
lcader. Or so-he.thought; but Ba Maw proved to be an adroit parliamentarian.
He weathered suctessive no-confidence motions and kept the British guessing
as. w wicther fie itended o push against them or become more smaliaeaise.
On the subject of the “excluded areas,” Ba Maw showed restraint, but he bit

“hard at what he deemed to be the real bone of contention between him and the

Britiskr—the so-called discretsonary powers of the Governor which-enabled him
to overrule the cabinet over internal security or law and order matters. This
‘was an-extremely:sensitive arca inasmuch as rioting or labour unrest mvariably

~ “hurt the foreign commercial interests. Having condemned British overkillin

vegard. 1o the rebellion he had as-a lawyer defended, it was inevitable that as
prime minister he shiould bring amnesty # the rebels still in jail. Irextension of
the same logic, when university students rioted, or oilfield warkers staged a
protest march, Ba Maw, rather than turn out the police and have a rmagistrate
read the Riot Act,-would:treat and parley. The British were not as phlegmatic
asthey appeared to: U-Saw. Hisdeputy, U Pu, read the signals more correctly.

- He. took soundings of the minority groups” feelings and, :assured of GCBA

backing, moved against Ba Maw, one jump ahead of U Saw. Dr. Ba Maw had
been in-office almost two. years. The war clouds were gathering over Europe.

He resigned office, his cabinet with him. This was the signal for-the young

“radicals-to throw ir‘their Tot-with him;_ thus was formed-the Freedom Bloe, an
-amalgam -of the:S7
“Thakins declared the-peried one <of nationai-emergency and slected Dr. ‘Ba .

T }'&ftdl&ﬂdebi)'ama':parﬁes,. I Roman fashion the young

~ Maw “dictator;”
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Ba Maw of course was still a Membier of the Legislature, but that House,

+ chvided against itself, could not hape for.constitutional advance except through
a change in imperial policy. Pr. Ba Maw resigiied his seat and-announced he
would fight for complete independénce of Burma. He made anti-British
- speeches of such vehemence that arrest and imprisonment became inevitable.
His wile was ready, just as Pandit Nehru’s wife and sisters ever were, to move

thie Freedoni Bloc forward. Within the Legislature, U Pu was hot longin; U-

Saw elbowed him out in another no-confidence resolution, the British suppor-

* . ting him. War had niow been declared in the West and U Saw jailed Thakins

and dissic right and lefc. U Nu was packed off to Mandalay jail and Dr. Ba
. Maw 1o Mogok; there to await the Japanese advance. Thakin Aung San, with
- aprice on his head—withal a cheap price—had no intention of tanguishing in
~ jail. He led, in batches, thirty fike-minded young men to Hainan Island
- whenee, having undergone musketry training, they returned in the van of the
~ invading Japanese. When the British withdrawal commenced, U Nu and
others were released. Mrs. Ba Maw planned and executed her husband’s
 rescue before anyone remembered the existence of Mogok and. smaller Jails.
S Iﬂﬁw flash of victory the “Thirty Comrades’’ saw one of their number,
. 'Thakin"Tun Oke, head the Preparatory Committee for forming a new govein-
- mient; ‘but the Japanese had their own plans, which were to offer the premicr-
' ship to Dr. Ba Maw. The royalist faction, leaders in the Dobama organization,
had wi estoring the inonarchy in the person of Taw Payagyi, a grand-

ribaw

in&ependencc were real. In 1942 the Japanese were world
of occupation had to be tolerated for as long as necessary for

. ‘beate¥s; its.asmy

. the ‘Greater ‘East Asia: Co-prosperity. Sphere to become reality. Since the
- Russo-Japanese war, only Japan—rniot China—was regarded as the Asian peo-
-ple’s hope for the containment of European imperialism. In 1942 the Japanese
‘ farther than courainment. They had'defertad the cizmbined mighy o 7

ial powers, on Jand, sea-and in the air. Tt-was strong stuff for anyone.

th vould have t0'g¢'1o the record: Dr. Ba Maw behaved in such
and encourage the Japanese to-invade India. He did so
tnted support of Subhas Chandra.Bose and the Indiarr Na-
ToBa Maw, Bose was no Japanese. puppet; he staod head and:

{thraugh his mother’s side), but Tokyo was firm. Dr. Ba

-thie-invincibility of the new Asian superpower. Did Ba Maw
1t the Japanese would conquer India and. beéat. America, to0? Ta -
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shoulders above the others. even above the Congress leadership. Bose was the
perseniificadion of what B Mo 1 Bunnoa swoed as a symbol of: the elarion calt
of a grown-up, and an cqual 10 a former master, to pack up and go because he
was now redundant. Di. Ba Maw was incapable of hating anybody. As the -
tirst elected head of the Burmese naton he had asked for the bare minimum:

Jominion Status. Historians have said Burma opted out_of the Com- =~

monwealth, which is untrue. Burma was never in the Commonwealth. Dr. Ba
Maw asked for Dorminion Status er s¢lf-government under the British Crown,
U Saw asked for the promise of dominion status affer the war. Both these re-
quests were denied. As to whether Ba Maw believed the Japanese could beat
the Americans, the answer, based on the record, must again be “Yes.’” It was
not untif 1944 that the tde turned against the Japanese. Until then Pr. Ba

‘Maw hoped that the British would quit India, and that with the French and the

Putch already gone. there would be no lingering traces of western imperialism
to act as the raison d’etre for American presence-in-the Pacific. Because he was
a well informed person, he never at any time believed Japan could invade the

United States but—here again the wish was father to the thought—he hoped
that America would be prevented from interfering in Asia.

. It must not be overlooked that, although the Japanese army entered Bur-
ma i 1942, it was only in 1943 that Tojo announceéd in the Diet that Burma
would-be given indeépendence within a year. By then Aung San had been made
a Major-General, the Burma Defense Army was in situ, and the existence of a
‘mational. government universally recognized. Japan was flooding Burma with
worthless paper money, and the Japanese army was stealing the country blind,
but at the highest level: Ba Maw. arch. withdrawn. showed the commanding
generals and the Japanesec ambassador that he was boss and that if he could not
prevent Japanese wrongdoing in Burma, he was not going to condone it either.
{tis curious that even we, whB were there on the spot, tend'tc forget for-what a
short space of time Dr. Ba Maw was actually-Head of State in Burma and how

- much he managed 1 accomplish within that period. As early as March of that

year, he had been received (along with General Aung San) by the Emperor of
Japanin audience. ©One does not know how deeply impressed the other Heads .
of State, such-as Sukarno of Indonesia, were by the “Imperial Gracipusness”’
in investing them with the Order:of the Rjsing Sun, but I know the Order was
stolen from Dr. Ba Maw in Tokyo in the closing stages of the war, and he used

. to say those who flaunted honours and titles often did not deserve them,

whereas deserving Village Hlampdens never got any. There were no medals,
‘decorations, -or orders of chivalry thar I Ba Masw could nut have sbiaited
‘from the -British, yet when he wemt to.London to attend the coronation of
Edward- VIII in 1936 he wore no decorations of-any kind: What he did wear

~ . were his sélf-d"e:‘si‘"ghedsclbthgs which were the mo§t-vesplendent in that glittering
“Crowd: *“Is it true "o eheered youras-Lady Zafrullah Khan?”" 1.once asked.
~him, -and the response was, “‘Are you sure Zafrullah-was even: there?”” Ba

Maw, who had a retentive memory, forgot things by design. He forgot-the

. “Imperial: Rescript which ?Gcncra];f[‘ojo:.hadgivcn--ﬂhim..in solemn pledge of _

-
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Burma's sovcrexgnty and~}ndepcﬂd¢:ncc ira. lm{t‘i drawrr in Mamizt and mx]y

discovered its losswhen he reached Saigon.

Dr. Ba Maw’s family-have warned me Feannot wate any pmhh' ¢ hin

“withouCmundating- inyself with details of his carcer, Cue daughiter hassaid, 1
dearly love my father and e loves us, but he is the complete politician; w

breathe poimcs ‘we live politics; if thgrc 1sa side of him thar comes alive in a

diffevent envirenment, e yet to sec.it,”” As.1 attempt o-draw out the man

- from the mass of detail surrounding his career, 1 find ‘myseli falling back en
“personal anecdote. in 1944, I was deputy governor of Myitkyina-under 1 Kin

Maung. Myltkyma was. under direct - mifffary rule, but of course: U Kin
Nfaung, as-a senior Fronticr Service officer of th old regine, was aeceptable to
-the Japanese. Dr. Ba Maw kmew himr persenallv and approved -of h!m But
whén Kin Maung, attending a conference in Lower Burma, was unable to get
back to his charge because -of continuous Aliied bombing, ‘the Japanese pro-
moted me governor. T reported the date on which I entered upon my new
duues to Rangoon. I did not get confirmation of my promaotion, whie iR ANy
case was temporary, but two letters reached me by name, the first of which said
- that, henceforth, the word Payak! (meaning O my God') with which the com-
mon peopie: addressed high ranking officials was 1aboo; and the second. that if §
was ever in Rangoon I should sign the Baek at Government House. T had
visions of poppmg a visiting card into a little box marked ‘“Mrs. Ba MawiNot

at home,’’ but these were dispelled when a wireless message came: to tell the

. Japanese my name was not borne on.the old (British) civil list and that 1 was
nat only not known to Dr. Ba Maw, but also unacceptable. In vrew of the-fact
-.that every government facility was heing aperated by the military, and- par-
ticularly in view of Dr Ba Maw's appaintees decerting their nests through
dread of incessant bombing, the japancse wished me to ignore Dr. Ba Maw's
order, but I said No. Dr. Ba Maw was my god, my Teano Heika, and f [ was
compelled to defy him I should have to commit suicide. Tt was this fortuttous.
circumstafice that gave me breathing space when almost immediately Merritl’s
Marauders landed and the Japanese used draconian methods to immiebilize all
my friends who believed neither in Ba Maw nor the Japanese.

Having escaped ta India; it was not until the end of 1945 that I »vas ableto
see Dr. Ba Maw and proffer him-thanks for having fired me. Ba Maw roared
with laughter. He of course had never even heard of me at the time of the
firing, but he thought the actionr of his home secretary, U Paing, was most
appropriate. ‘‘It was the principle of the thing, my dear chap,’” he said. “The
Japanese had to be put in their place. Besides, you were an interloper. How on
earth did you get put in that hat seat in the first place?’” Perhaps this liatle inci-
_dent will help bring out the fact that in every manner peossible, over things little

or big, Dr. Ba Maw never ler the Japanese forget that his authority over theen ™

tive Byrmese administration was indisputable. It was because of his archness
towards the Japanese that an infantry captain of the Japanese army attempted
to assassinate him during an air raid. Because Ba Maw would consent to see
only the Japanese ambassador or-the commanding general, lida. from time to

o ostead ofmamlmmng an.oracle swhon even their hrgh pticsts werc per
consule only infrequendy. Because the whele compound-was:in. (ﬁm‘kﬁcs\ ~and
anerabers of the Tanily were in- (hlic:cm trenchies, the attempt L\ﬂtil One
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time, jursor aﬂiccrs felt they niiglin bc besser ofl witha subsem:am ‘Q\;ﬂah ng o~

+

todto

would have thought the frusttated captain-weuld have disembowelled himselt

instead e was packed off in fess in than disgrace to Japar, Later, it tanspired
_ that General Aung San had been tipped off in-advance ofthe p]m buthe fa:lcd
" to warn the intraded vicuim i time.

To understand. the relationship between Ba Maw and Aung San one has
to-take into consideration the fact that thére was a difference of nearly a quarter’
of a century in their respecuvc ages. Aung San stood head and shoglders above
the *“Thirty Comrades,”” but his supremacy was recognized by Ba Maw' only
in the mthtan field. As uphelder ofthe civilian authority; Ba Manw’s cholce of

- a politician who could best implement his poticies was Thakin. Than Tun, the

communist. Than Tun with. Aung San and Let Ya hadhad a hand in- founding

‘the Communist Party, but the fatter two had becorne disenchanted with the '

ideoclogy. Ba Maw himsell never bclieved that ideology could evertake roet in- .
Burma. Marxism to him was essentially an analytical- systerm, ~and if Than Tun
devoted his life to mastering it, more power to him. His conviction was that the

nations professing to be Communist would take to interpreting Marx in in-

dividual fashion and that nationalism niust eventually prevail. It is stgmf cant
that since Ba Maw first set the cxample every Burman leader has seen fit to
view communist doctrine with cquammlt)r, even when he was quelling violent
methods of unseating him with severity. In the nineteen fifties, after the initial
comtiunist insurrection had failed and some of the supporters of that move-
ment had left the Thakin Nu government o form a coplition of the Workere

and Peasants party, the Trades Union Congress, the People’s Volunteer

Organization, the Pcoples Unity Party, and other splinter groups, Dr. Ba
Maw came out of retirement for one day to confer with them at the Green
Hotel. When § heard of this strange meeting, I ' went to attend it although 1i-was

‘not invited. Taking Dr. Ba Maw aside, 1 remonstrated with him, pointing out -

that the convenor, Thein Pe Myint, was a Trojan Horse left behind by the
Communist Party to prepare the way for their return. ‘‘Can’t you see they're
making use of you?” I asked. The blood came and went in Ba Maw's face.
This was the only time in his life when he was annoyed with me. He rebuked
ine for attempting to show “‘King Crocodile’” where he might or might not
swim. Fortunately, nothing came of that meeting, and Ba Maw never again
toock umbrage over my continuing proclw:tv to teach pohueal grandmothers
(and grandiaikers) how to suck cgys.

General Aung San, for his part, was never one to show deference to

-~ someone -he--did- no&mspeet—hence -his-taking Dr. _Ba Maw fully into his

confidence in regard to the plot to overthrow the Japanese must be seen as the
measure of the trust he had in his leader. Dr. Ba Maw was not-expected to join
the revolt. Tt was recognized by the plotters that, had he done so, the con-
spiracy would have been exposed, with attendant suffering and loss of life.

g
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' When,uan:cbﬂ. 1945, (h‘ffjBﬂnﬁ&ﬂﬁféﬂﬂe'-Anny&ef}eﬂ*:difﬁt..f_ﬁé Maw

kept up appcaranﬁes{'most"elfcmively. Historians-have wondered why Rangoon
. was-not put to the torch in: the Jast days of’ ‘the Japanes¢.occupation. Lbelieve it
was. Bx Maw’s sang-froid in ‘thetensest homents; when' a.ship would: have

tuinea aatural suspicion on-thie parvef tie Tapanese eoinmacder-in-ehicfioie .

certainty of a doublecross, that saved the situation, Ba Maw maintained his
composure even when faced with the ordeal of moving hi€ government with the

i, Fetrgating Japanese to Tenassarim und evertually {discharging his cabinetand . . .}

leaving his family defenseless) boarding a plane for Japan: Subhas Chandra

Bose, equally courageous, was to perishydn an air crash, but Ba Maw survived.

* and got thiown into Sugarmo jail by the Allied command, When, months later,

Br. Ba Maw upon his return-to Burma was-interviewed by. an-Ameiican, his
- vesponse o the question what, now that the war was. gver, the Burman rmost
desired. was singulaily frec-ofbitterness. *“Nathing would:gladden the average

- - Burman more than the sight of paddle steamers coming up the frrawaddy

:ﬂ'-:':j:aiicn,—-with c‘[oth,-andf'ﬁ_iéycfe;34'anél‘»-ﬁng'lish biscuits,” he said~- o
.- Atmy very fisst meeting with Dr. Ba Maw, Bo Yan Naing uised what in-

- fluence he had with his father-in-faw to get ‘me started as a nEwspaper

. publisher. Assuring me the money would be forthootning, De. Ba Maw sum- -

moned Bo Set Kya, one of the *“Thirty’’ who had come into a-forune, nobody
~ knew how, and peremptorily ordered him to unload. Bo Set Kya said “‘Yes,”

but.later said “No.* Next I was asked to call on one U Nyunt Naung, who

wanted no part of me. 1'realized then that Ba Maw had no moitey serise at alf

~and that if Mrs. Ba Maw had not held on 1o her trinkets and started “Maw

Taik,;”” a business cnterprise, he would have been finaneially embarrassed.
Characteristicallv. he withdrew into himself. when- the negatiations for
Burma’s independence were ‘being conducted. It was fhe members of his
erstwhile cabinet who were now talking with the British, and Ba Maw held
aloaf as though what they were haggling about was already a- fait accompli.
Like Charles de Gaulle, he adopted an attitude of splendid isolation, waiting
for the call, which of course never came. ‘Only when General Aung San was
assassinated.on July 19, 1947, did he show any sign of animation. Fmyself ‘was
in.Mandalay playing golf when the assassination occurred, and I was surprised
that Ba Maw had not been considered when the Governor had to find a suc-
cessor to our slain leader. In 1969 I twice spoke-about this with Sir Hubert
Rance in Surrey. Sir Hubert told me he had been assailed by doubts whether
he did the right thing in choosing U Nu over U Saw. There was no mention of
Dr. Ba Maw. So it was his archrival, the very man who had plotted Aung
San’s death and was hanged for it, that was being serious considered for the
premiership! a

 When the trial of U Saw opened, there was o doubt of s guilt, Buc the .~ -

lawyer in Dr. Ba Maw refused to pass Judgment until the evidence was in. I
had luach with Derek Curtis-Berinett, KC, who had flown from London
t6 defend U Saw. He had concluded his argument beforc the Special
Tribunal—there was no jury—and wished to know what | thought the out-

. cﬁmewouldbe When!toldlﬁm,ﬁe:mﬁded.chau

; w%}a( .j_,‘th'_& ‘fam!:}l. i K was

- was-trying to save his client’s neck!™"
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i subject; and was

gonc without waiting for the vetdict. Esaid to Dr. Ba’Maw ihat “did nat know

paid, :bug it seemed” odd-he-should merely have

. paraphrased Heney, I ““Whi will cid e of this turbuléne priest?” Ba Maw's
. vemark was, “*With ane o the assassins turned approver, th s nothing
- -tlse Curtis-Bennett could have-done. He was siot trying {o win acquital; he

ere-was nothing

- Tnéver did discover whar Ba Maw's Views were on capital punishment.” "

7 When I went to the. Insein jail to-see U Saw hang, his only comment was

““Morbid.” From bis other remarks it seemed to me he wouid have preferred -
U Saw te have lived. That the latter had held his-head high'and' gone bravelyto

hig death won ungrudging respect, posthumously, from a lifelong adversary.
Dr. Ba: Maw's son-inlaw, Bo Yan Naing, was openly, vituperatively critical of
the Hew order.. Ba Maw could have- joined-the majority of the “Comrades”

ranged-on the'side of TJ Nu, orhe could-have gone underground with the-mere

~militant of his friends. He did neither: He wmm[f;e'g:émralfﬁmrmgm_ ;:"_tfznlt‘gsc-':__‘_?- .
a-geat in Pasliament against the mjority party. He Jost. In the following. o

general election; he stood againstthe Home Minister ina ﬁmgooﬂveeﬁ's:tﬁucnm

| ¢y. He collected an-impressive number-of votes, mine-incleded. I had organ-

ized a pipe-and-drum troupe to marchi to the polling bosth. The government -
took a dim view of my theatricals. When the next election came, my name was
not on the electoral roll. T asked Dr. Ba Maw to:go to the Supreme Court, bur

he-only laughed. ‘“The Supreme Court is not for the likes of you,” he said,

“You’ve only to fork out five Tupecs (ﬁﬁé-éﬂiﬁr}’aﬂ&;ﬂi@"& tiave to put you

back on."" . :

- The thnc came when I was on tria! for criminal el { Liad repeatedly
called U Nu's planning secretary and the economtics czar of Burma a crook and
a five-percenter, and the government decided to teach me a fesson. Tt briefed

. the doyen of the Rangoon Bar and two other barristers to prosecute me. At

first, Dr. Ba Maw said he would defend me. But of course the doyen was no
other than Dr. Ba Han, his brother, and Dr. Ba Maw backed out. He gave me
Ratanlal’s Law of Crimes, the thickest book: in his library and told me to fend
for myself. ¥-was convicted and sentenced to jail, but -won my appedt in the .
High Court. Dr. Ba Maw treated the whole thing as an amusing interlude. -
“You just wanted me to make a political speech,” he said, “Andnow you've

“made it yourself. What are you bellyaching about?”’ As an afterthought he

added, *‘You were-itching to-go to jail. Why didn’t you? You'd been a‘hero.”
. Bo Yan Naing was the first hera. Because of the civil war, the government

had enacted POPA. (the Peace and Order Protection Act), somewhat on the
kines of DORA (the Defence of the Realm Act) in Britain. It was aimed at

members of the underground, but those were elusive beings. Bo Yan Naing
was taken in the dragnet. I went to see him-in jaik. This time Dr. Ba Maw ap-
peared in Court and expounded the law on habeas corpus. After a while Yan
Naing was released, but almost the first words he uttered were, “Upon what

meat doth these vermin feed that they are grown so great?”’ He was in jail
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‘agaim this. timic in Insein. 1 had myself admitted there for a day so that we

might cook and eat pilau together. Next, Pr. Ba Maw himself ‘was seized:
wunder thé same POPA he had castigated;, but :Ifm: wamted no show of bravado on

 anyone’s part until he came out. -

By now it was obvious that as long asthe AFPFL remained in power, Dr.

. Ba Maw would not be President. It was unthinkable for him to-consider taking
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“Of course. Fow many beauty queens these days do you think are virgins?'’
But then he was reckoning without that strange quirk of the Burmese language
which equates spinsterhood with virginity. The public hurled abuse at us, cali-
ing us the ““Three Dirty Old Men’” of Burma. *“Give me the faw,’” Turged Ba
Maw. **I'll put these so-and-s¢’s right.” His answer wasa chuckle. *“The law, -
my dear fellow,” he said, “*is an ass.” .
Came the second coup d’etar in 1962, and this time it was po laughing _

word against the government which, after all, was composed of members ofhis

- wartime ¢abinet. On the contrary, he watched with satisfaction the rapid

- development of U Kyaw Nycin, his former Private Secretary, who by dintof -
study and industry, had become a power in the land. The students-tie had'sent -
-abroad as state scholars were now ambassadors and leaders in commerce and -

industry. 1 realized how completely British he was in his palitical thinking.
'Even when he was reviling the Tories, calling.on the British to leave peacefully
or. be flung out, he could think of no substitute for the British pariamentary -
form-of governmient. When the ARPFL as 2 popular-front broke up, he fooked

_~ uponit as a natural development and as’an augury for the ushering in of a two-
‘party systemy. When U Kyaw Nyein declared the AFPFL would remain in
- power for forty years and used that wern phrase *“After us, the flood!”” Dr. Ba

Maw’s eyestwinkled with merriment. For the government party to burnish ics
image and tarnish that of its epponent was de rigueur. There were certain

.. ‘built-in advantages for the party in power, just as there were definite risks in

-being the opposition; but because he:was so-steeped:in the British tradition he

- . did:not envision anything werse befalting an obstreperous.critic than. a.short

. articles in my paper had always been

- period of detention, with all the provisions.of the Burma Jail Manual observed.

‘Buring:the: British regime. political detainees were sometimes referred to as
~detenus. I think it gives an insight inte kis character that, himself a detainee,

he objected less to arbitrary arrest and detention than to that “terribly

un-English”” word detenu. - :
“Towards the end of U Nu's regime, Dr. Ba Maw scemed to mellow. His

restrained.in-tore, but now his criticisms
- Were S0 ColE tiched thiey appeared to- be written ‘more in sorrow than. in ariger.

“When the first military coup d’etat took place in 958, he held his breath until
_it'became clear Parliament would be-retained and efectionsheld. It was during

the time of that caretaker-government that Tir. Ba Maw came to relax with me,

. “FPm dying of ennui,” he said. “‘Why don’t we aet as Judges for the Miss

Universe competition?’” This was an eye-opener forme. I knew Mrs. Ba Maw
‘would not have approved. **Oh, never mind her,” he said, and went with me a

U few doots.away to the hone of U Tun Tin, another Cambridge alumnus-and a
- barrister. He was also a. member of General Ne Win's cabinet, but he ‘was not

- ‘going to argve the toss with Dr.- Ba Maw. The unfortunate thing was that the

,'léﬁding contender, Ma Sein Aye, Miss Burma at the time, had shortly before
- .been abducted by an army officer, and although she had been restored to her
.. family-and to spinsterhood, she was we longer virge intacta, I asked Dr. Ba
* --Maw whether she should be allowed to-compete and was brushed aside with, .

@

T

matter. Everybody who was anybody, from the President down, was arrested
and jailed for years without trial. After U Nu's arrest and the tearing up-of the

‘Constitution, Bo Let Ya (General Aung San’s deputy), Bo Yan Naing and I
‘met to discuss means of thwarting the dictator. Dr. Ba Maw discoutraged

meetings in his house, so we met inmine. I was arrested'in 1963 together with
U Kyaw Nyein and niné other Opposition leaders. Let Ya’s arrest followed.
Yan Naing, who had entcred Burma in the wake of the Japanese army, walked
out over the same path to flaming rebellion in Thailand. The army held its
hand for a year, bii «ventually took Dr. Ba Maw in. In jail, because I could
not carry a single tune'in Burmese or English, I sang Latin in plain chant. Dr.
Ba Maw did not sing, but he recited Shakespeare and Caesar’s Commentaries.
His composure amazed everyone as well it might, because this time he really
suffered. Bo Yan Naing's wife, with babe in arms, was incarcerated, the family
placed under watch. Years later, when a son of Justice Chan Htoon married a
Ba Maw.daugheer, the young man was frogmarched into jail and he is still

- there at this writing. After five years of mental torture and: physical degrada-

tion, we ourselves were-sét free. Dr. Ba Maw and T were kept behind bars 24
hours later than the others. I had to sign-a sheaf of ridiculous bonds promising
to keep the peace, and so F expect had Dr. Ba Maw. As. my car drove up the jail
drive, Dr. Ba Maw’s car was leaving. From his half-lowered window Dr. Ba  ~
Maw smiled at my wife and raised a finger to his brow. As she said to me, he
might have been on his way tg a cockeail party. ' o

.. Was parliamentary democracy such an effete system that in the face of
naked force we must all e dowa and die? Prime Minister U Nu and Tdecided,

after staging public demonstrations, that we would go into-exile ta continue the - -

struggle, by whatever means available. T went tosay goodbye to Dr. BaMaw.
Eknew nothing would budge him . At the same time, inasmuch as he had given
his blessing to Aung San’s revolt against therJapanese, we could expect no less -
in respect of our own vemture in which his eldest son Zali, like himself a pro-
duct of Cambridge and the Inns of Court, and his intrepid son-in-law had an-

ticipated us. Mrs. Ba Maw, the activist, was moved. I think she accepted me-at

last as 2 member of the fanily. When I said to Tinsa (Mrs. Yan Naing) ““This-

day I shall be with vour husband. What do T tell him?** she held up the infant

whom Yar Naing had never seen, and said *“Tell him this.”’
Aftcr'my-d-epart-urc. things got-worse for the Ba Maw family. Yan Naing's

-sons, twins and teeriage-boys, came to join us on the River Ksvai. One boy con-
tracted cerebral malaria and-died: the other was shot by an adherent of the
Burinese military regime masquerading as one of-us. Then the youngest son, a.

~
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-mere child, braved he worse terrain in Southcas( Asia to be with %ﬂs faxher
B Ba Ma.w neversmited again. ‘
In rewospect I cannot contend that w hat we did was “what P, ﬁa Maw
would have wanted us to. His was not the way of violence. Mo one showed |
greater fortitude inrthe face of aggression or foree, but he was an examplar of
strength and courage rather than the blow in first or the pre-emptive serike.
Fxen in his eadmst days, when Oswald Mosley En;t set the pattern, his

-~ “poeket-army’"-was-arraed-with:-blunt.choppers, the geneial uiility knife sapnc-

uened by law. He abhorred uniforms and mihitary paraphernalia. If he had to
design garments for the security force, I imagine he would have come up witha
ccﬂourful arrangement like Micheangelo’s Swiss guards at the Vatican, .

. Dr. Ba"Maw lived and died an Angiophdc, but in esserice’ he was
cverythmg admirable ina Burman of sound priniciples.and an artistic flzir. The
eultural impact of thisgentlemanly man upon Burmese society. has beens great

S ina vanety ‘of ways. To-take but one example, a nation of such individuality
~ and diversity of names.as to make kinship undecipherable, has:slowly: begun 1o

“adopr the father’s fast nanve as asurname: Out of office, he tried 1o.teach us the
role of a Loyal Opposition. Throw. the rascals out by ail means,. hut be
prepared to aceept rcsp(msabdzty His greXtest, contribution, theugh oy -
generally recogmized, is to me the most patent and inontrovertible factof
History. The'independence that Dr. Ba Maw estabhshed-—gramed hetook ad-
vantage-of the fortunes-of war—was-of such emotional validity that na attempt
by any powet, however great, could hope to restore tlie status qua-ante in Bur-
ma. Fet me-end with 2 quotation: from the British historian F.S. V. Donnison
(1990: 123): **The habit of ‘being-governed by the British, and habit 3§ one of
the strongest factors making for the acceptance of government, had been
broken. It was never to be re-established, although there were stil six years to
rurr before the formal (italics mine) gaining of independence. _

Upon: Dr. Ba Maw’s death, the nation mourned him. Despite tlee ban-on

: pulairc gatherings, one thousand of the elite of Burma came to pay their

respects, Had Tbeen therel would have wished his soul te rest in-peace. But as
his peers were soulless Buddhists, I any certain the prayer uppermost in their
minds was the fervent one that his great spirit might win final release fmm thar
of which: he was feast deserving: unhappiness.
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