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Countless ares the news sbeut triws and travels

te® inknewn countrise

53
3

of this zlebe sinece the very remete times.Of cowr-
se,tke news bezin te reach us Irom the moment only written testime-
nies and rsworts can be fémnd 2nd explained.The e L d ¢ s t exvedition
with 2 clear tendency ef discevery geoes back te the vear 149% B.D.
dealing with the maritime expedition of the Kgyptisn nweenr
HatascheonsuttoPunt ( todey Bomalilané)This narrative is
based wpon the inscriptiens of the temple of D@r;@l-ﬁahri in FBgvptThe
gim of this ' exwedition which is largesly degoribed,was to obhtain insen—
ce fer the service of the Hzystian &ods. The next blg exwedition was
made under the Bgyptian King Ramses tae @reat(l48° 3.C),when the gold-
legnd of the Nabién degert was discevered.Far Eastern expleresrs aspear
for the first time im humen histerx ,ihen the C bk 1 8 e 5 & Empo-—
rTorMuwan gz made an expedition te the desexrt & © b 1 2nd te
the territery of Kukuner in 984-565 B.C. Then felles the first of the
numerous & r e s k discoveries.inaugurated by Kelaiss about 66o B.%.
who dared to g0 vary fer in the Ocean.It is netewearthy that I found
owt that 8 1 b ¢ r 1 A wag Tor ths first time mentiensd in a report

ef a2 triw mad

[¢:]

by a wreek called Aristeszs in ths sane 6. cantury
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B.C.But the explorstion of Asia bezins in 2 regular and 2stenishing
may sinee 518 8.C.when the captain 8 ¢ y L & x made 2 triws on the
I ndian O ce an by erder of the Persian Xing Darius te
find out the nature and tevography ef Indian berders.The farous
expedition of Alexander the &reat to Hindukwush,Svr Dsris and Pendjab
(330-325 8.0.) was ens of the greatest disceverias in histery.Fortu-
nately we are in vwossession of many eriginal revorts of éreek sources
whickh give us a wonderful »icture of that grest man who wished to
create 2 new world culture by uniting Orient znd Occident!His
admiral Nearchus left an exhsustive remort of his expedition fr@m the
river Indus to the Tigris.Fer the early history of B w r m 2 ig
very lmportant ths eldest testimpny we prebably have of the vaar
300 §~Co,an Indian mentioning of silk coming frem Sewthern Chins teo
the @anges river.Youw nust know thst in the scientific world there is
a big and hkitkherto unsettled diseutatien sbout the erigin and

first apvearing of the name of China.The Zurovean geogravhsrs of the

Middlep Rges believed that aPbready im the Old Testament China was
mentionsd by the prophet Jesaja(cf.Jesajas 49,17 "Sinim),but that-s
inecredibdle.Anvhow itﬁe&n be concluded that all the revorts speaking of
e@ﬁm&oti@ns between.lnd*m and China are of specisl intazrest for the
erly knewledge of E w r m a,hecause 1t goes without saving that
there were surely commerclal C@ﬂﬁ@@ti@ﬂS.Aft@I Alexander the 8rest we
have rather many fragments of irims speaking of the territeries
belenging te the present daXy 8 w r m 2 which ought te ba collescted snd
sdited with the help of tbg 3urms Stete as a wonderful =nd valmable
document of a culture at & timas Rureps was still covered by the

darkness of history and Amsrica entirely unknown.,
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One can see frem the rederts eof ambassador Megasthenes,f.i. (300 B.C.)
how astenishingly big the interest and the gift eof @bservatiém of
things Indian was.A highly prscious report en B u rma l found in
zthe long report ef the Chinese exdlorsrv T s o h a ng-K i e n whoe
ig the first knewn Chinese whe made 2 trip te Western mart of Central
Asiz and especially to Burma(l38-115 3.0, )He sperks clearly of
the farmers and their custems in 3Burma,he gives the names of many
vlsces .The king of the territory called teday Burma »ossesses theusands
of horses.It's perhaps of intersst for you thet I discevered the
first news about the existence of saven islands situated in an endless
Ocean(Pacific) in a &rsek source of the 1.C. Bsc;a revort of a fomewus
eriental mershant called Jambules whe seens te have been in Japen.
'I shall publish again my discevery after my releass in the "Nimpen
Times" or in the "Stars and Stripes".The first Indian celenies in China

72 A.D.J a v a was colonized by Indian in

mach -te gaygabout Birma of that time.Then f@ll@Ws_a first-class doocunent
for Birma i; the preserved &reek "Book feor navigaters en the Indian
Ocean™ eof the year 89 4.D. written by a man whe made the trip

aleng the Iédiaﬁ e@astgﬁamy'times frem Alexandria and described every
port and every city.In 1ee A.D. a Reman travelled feor the féarst time

by land te ChinalMany Chié%e cources toegether with the &reek and Latin
reyert kslp ws te give a rather good picture of Birma of that time.

Delegatiens frem Java te China which passed Burma follewed
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ﬁﬁ%img the Middle ages Christian menks contributed mach to the
zathering of first-hand knewledge of Burma,The works of these monks
8Ire partlj edlted,partly enly known by manuserivts. If f.i. the
Government eof Burms would be interested in » cemplete coellection of
all the kitherte unknewn and unpublished news of the country,it wewulad
be necessary teo make a study in the 1ibr riss of Rome,because m?nv of
the msnuscripts are only svailable within the Vatiean.A hl;h inter—
est for practiecak geogranhy was »prevsiling in the orlﬁntal reonle of
the 4 r a b 1 8 n s.They anpesar enly in the 7.Century A.D.The victo—
rious speadins of I ¢ 1 2 m nomﬂﬁil@d the Mohsnmmetans +o gathsyr ag
many news as possible of the new countriss 5,,2nd z2eograplv bename
a seclence helpful to religion.ﬁe posses of these times wonderful
and absolately ascourate descriptibnéiaf all parts of the world,esnsci-
ally of Central Asga and Indiz.News on 3 u rma we find in the
descrintions of Mas é ad i(+ 957 B.D.) antitled "Golden mesdows and
jewsl mines"He wss in Burma. In the beginning of the 1°.Century was
living 4 1 b 1 r wn i- whe left a descriptien of India.Another
famous Araﬁian geographer was E d r i s i@ile~ll64) whose hooks we gtill
vrossess,.Than f@lL@w& I bn Waradiand finally the grastest explorar
of the Arabisn world, I b n B8 a2 tw t a (130°—1377)He has sment
many years of his life in travelling and d@séribing,snd his beoks con—

tain many. very valuable news about 3irms whieh I should like to -

lish in an editien with all the ether news concsrned.
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The collention of interesting reports on trips and naws of
B3urma goes on until the end of the middle ages..All.thether we sget a
riech survey of the conditiens since the remetest times of Burmeses
histery. |
Unfertunately tae histeriegraphers of &eographky did net
anderstand Greek ,Latin,Arshisn etc. or did not kkRow exaetly the
materials.This is the rsaseon the knowledge of the early histery
of these countries is rathesr unknewn.The peovles of Burma,of the
Philippines ete. could be very pf@md,if they would knew theinr
sarly histery better as it is the case hitherte.Therefors I suggest
that eone of the fufure task of the Burms @@ve:nment eugat te he
the establishment of a professorshim of Eerly histery of East Asia

or of the histery eof &sogzraphy in gensral,and secondlv the »reparation

of the rich and abundant source-materials eof Burms contsined ang

preserved -ig-the above 1enti©n@d a2vthors and“i§ many others.As I am
well knewn te the British Missien in Tekyo(Mr. Redman),l am sure
that,if you spsak after your return with competent oirelés,a possibi-
lity would be given to start the work.Of course, I don't know anvthing
about vour connesctions,but I 2m sure yow have friends among the Bur—
mese and the British there who would be interested to rander this
long neglected servies te the young and »roperous peenle of Burma to
know better their history.l would be more than satisfied te think that
my captivity in this Sugsmo Prisen let me knew 2 man whe even in

the darkuness of his cell thought enly of the future of his peonle,

and one of the ways will be te know the »ast!
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Yours sincersly,

Tekyeo,Puginamiku Sy S0 - L '
Amanuns ,? chome Bo.3%4 T T T



