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TRt have a lot to- s&w bub have not the time to say 1t all .

‘ I here. So I shall have to give you a very basic picturé -

of events, or rather their trends, with only the most )
1mpoxtftnt angles and edges touched and sharpened

I am going to dea.l with the year that has passed.
It has been a very crowded year, and very bleak-on the .
whole ‘unless, ‘of course, you take  the revolutionary
view that the worse it is the better it is. But I am not
concerned just now with such a subjective view, nor
does it apply to all historical :situations and times. I -
wani to look at the matter objec tlvely and as it appears i
to all at this moment. . ‘

‘First of all, let us look at the whole picture.. Let o
us have no illusions at all. *Things centa;mly look
dark; what's worse, they show signs. of becoming
darker still and no one can say when the. skies w1ll-_
clear either here or mnywhere else

But for those who -have learnt how to walt and
watch there. are great tanglble -signs here and there.
For 1nstance the s1tuablon abroad seems. tragic on the
surface, but just down ‘below forces are stirring and
gabhermg together which will soon change the world
enormously. For the first time in hlstory the peoples of
‘Asia’ and Arabia and Africa are joining hands in. a -
- common gtruggle—and that marks a very big stride

- forward in the world revolution to free all peoples.

-This . 1s the hlstorlcal perspective of the past year.

Noyw, let us come to our own selves’ and t&ke up
. the Burmese plcture plece by. piece:
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' BURMA TODAY

Flrst of all, there is the geneml s1tu&t10n \vhlch P
in spite of all the prop&g&nda ‘and pwes and the whole”,
. orgy of spendmg and shoutmg that is now going on; -
still remains very much the same as it has béen for the -

pasti six years, with a few at the top very well-off and

well-provided for,a long .time and the rest. struggling
hard to keep ahve as- best they can in almost jungle . -
, condltlons In a real sense, much in Burma has gone -

. back to the.jungle. A few miles. away from Rangoon -

andthe big towns, and you can see it actually happening
in thousands of v1llages You all know this as well as
Ido; in fact, better, because for many of you. the struggle
has been much closer to that jungle. ‘Go .anywhere
nowadays, go to any office or- -shop or eating stall where

"people talk out freely, and you will hear the same story, .
how all except a very few in power are having the worst

struggle of bhelr days in everything.

STA blt of the rot and duphclty tha,t is turnlng our
very lives upside down was pointed out by Louis Fischer

.in an article he wrote after his recent visit to Burma.
After meeting the more important A.F.P. F.L. men—and

incidentally - none who disagreed with them—Louis .
Fischer has described Burma as' a happy golden land
. where there are socialists ‘but no socialism, Marxists .

but no-Marxism, polltlclans but no politics in, I’ suppose
an-international sense. - That is what he sdys in effect.

He ha,s added that even Churchlll's "Tory ‘England-
is'more socialist than socialist Burma. And so, like " .
a good, healthy American, he went away very . pleased .

with the Burmese and particularly with the more
important ministers who had helped him to come
to those conclusmns

We .can add a lot more to Louis Fxscher 8 list of ‘aur B

amazing contradictions. Here a,r? some of them.

(2

: Agriculturists are :not given all they have earned-for

fear that they would’ spend it .and so cause inflation .

2 while .the government, ‘who deny the agriculturists

their right to spend theu' .own earnings, take it all: and

spend it all without any fear ‘of inflation; traders do’

not get their fair share of licences and -other trading
opportunities. while politicians get most of them;- capit-

- alists. have very little capital while ‘anti-capitalists or -

socialists, as they call themselves, and those connected

“'with them have succeeded in. -getting ‘and hiding away.

most of it; business and industry are stagnating for ) .
want of capital while the. government have-locked away

unused a huge portion -of this-badly needed money;

religion and politics have become business—almost- the -

.only big businéss now in. theI country—while business

has become thoroughly mixed up with: religion and

"politics; there is a whole mass of workers without work.

while at. the same time there is a whole -mass. of - ‘work -
without- workers; “service people Wlth most of the
responsibility have very little: power. while. politicians

" with a lot of power have. very little responsibility; for

six years, as the.school-going. population ‘rapidly went

.‘up, the number- of schools and school: teachers and .
_ available school books went down. almost as rapidly; for.
_six years, as the health problems grew and the deathrate -

became the highest in the world, hospitals and medical-

" men and medical supplies -became fewer and fewer;: for .
““gix years, as reconstruction problems multlphed service .

technicians .and experts with long. experience -of .-
Burmese conditions and problems - were -relieved - and .
sent away. As Louis Fischer observed, there is less

- .socialism in socialist Burma than in most capitalist

countries. In the name of nationalisation for the good
of the many, control and profit.are openly concentrated'
in the hands of a few. pa,rty politicians,: in. the name
of démocracy all faith in democratic. justice and’

* honesty is being destroyed, in the name.of. peace the

domestic wars continue, destruction spreads; and foreign.

(3
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“peace breakers, ‘both actual and potential,
. countryside;. in the mnaime of neutra,hty the clearest
partlsan actsare being-done; and so on and on endlessly.
This is Burma as shei is‘today, a country torn and paral =
ysed by the Worst contra,dlcblons in-all her hlsﬁory

roam -the

Now I must speqk of. two or three thmgs in -

pe,rtlculm
THE. GENERAL ELECTION = °

A.bouh-.-.the recent general ‘election. Yoﬁ' know
: only too well how it was conducted and hox‘v the party

in. power.fought and won.it, and‘so became a ‘seven per--

cent government’, as they have been called because that . -
was all the vote they really obtained. It has ‘turned out N
to be. the samein Burma as in all the newly-established -

“democratic” ‘countries: in -Asia.
countries has proved to : be vonly /what. the people in
“power Bay iti:is, and a democratic election is always
won by those in power 'and so are able to arrange
. the election- as they like; to' make the laws.and the
rules,’

tokens ~before the voting and.the ballot boxes

Democracy in these

to prepare. the electoral rolls, to ‘keep. the- .

afterwards, ;and -to use - the state fordes and the state -

funds - at will. It all

‘works out by -a sunple_-' :
arithmetic after that Power means private armies,and

guns, and subsidies; and the whole state treasury and . .

machinery, and rules and decisions of your own malking;

and these added together mean votes; and votes mean ..

fresh power, and so the grea,t democratic foolery goes

round ina circle. But: there is a saying that you can's- -

fool all people all the time. The British and the Japan-
ese learnt this leason a bit too late. I would very
sincerely . warn the. AFPFL government to . learn it
‘in time.

The British .in their days fooled the people |

with so much talk of law and order and reform that

these - excellent Words came pos1t1vely to stmk among’

(4-)

s somethmg else.
- for’, example
peak qulte ob;ectlvely and bluntly,

".;.-uncontested a.re ommous

5 By SIgns hha.t somethlng xs
L »J,:_h&ppemng below .

_'obhlng WB.S done

We,‘

- use’ In’ the’ pa,st 'six. years, heard ‘the : welfare of the
.~ peopleso ofhen invoked - ‘as-d: means to gain the’ ends
‘of a few. at’ ‘the top: and seen those few get: rlcher -while

L 4 X ‘done before we beheve 1’0 at all 5

genera,l Way.

( 5 “

el however still have our fears in tth ma.tter .
“We have ‘geen 80 many good thmgs put” to the dirtiest )

~;At thls Juncture I W1ll glve my v1ews ina very G
A scheme is: onIy as: good as the people-_

) “And .if ‘the’ peoples -faith:: m the sl
'-'1s,,' destroyed ‘they "are ‘bound to - thmk of:«.
~of:.the. barrlcades ‘and the: ]ungle,} T
This ‘is’ the - teaching : of history. I
,for the good . of s
‘ ... The "extrémely-.. = '
_01 votmg at the genera,l elechlon in splte of all sorts of-
pressures .. &nd the ‘fact tha.t :$0° many. seats. went:

P

,j;'j’govemment dhave ~at " last, decided to. do it a,fter‘sxxv'_"
‘years-of absolute! power and opportunlty durmg which. ...
Bub 1t 1s better I&be than never g

“ . all'the rest got-poorer, that. we' wa,nt to see’ Wha.t is
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who Work it a.nd the way they work 1t not a- b1t

' more- nor less. .So: the ‘real: questlon is'not whe‘ther. o
these. welfare schemes are good: or bad, but'whether i - .
those who ‘are gomg to . put them $hrough are: good :
_ar “bad, honest or- dishonest, really .mean:what they.-
- say or dont; Whether they have,: during -all the past’ -
years of absolute -power, shown any real interest in”
the- peoples welfare; or in. p]a.nnmg and; working for .
" it; ‘whether: these belated schemes' are:really for the '
_welfare of our own people and. their sinterests or: to b
further other people s mterests and pohcles H R

Nl

Bemdes these general conmderatlons, there are
the more" tanglble ones. For”instance; there are too- - '
. many - holes* in , the: schemes themselves, 00 ‘miuch .. °
_party politics- and propaga,nda, and “objectives “and:

too little -that: rea,llv gets down  to thejob itself; in’

short, too, much of ‘personal and pa.rty welfare and: too’

little' of ‘the peoplé’s. And,- as Louis  Fischer has’

. said, there are a% lat- of - soolahst phrases in ;them ; -
S but nothing -that really “constitufes ;sacialism.: Iv’'s O TS
" ‘only a welfare st&te, the Anglo Amer1can synthetlc';,, i o Rt

_substltute for socra.hsm. :

Incldentally,. I must say a’ good Word for the

American -aid- team: They have ‘succeeded m domg

what \the "most: shatterlng events all round us failed < B

‘to - do; they have.-made- the AFPFL government start
to think of . the people’s Welfare ‘and " to plan for it.

) After six years: the ARPRTL: government -have. st&rted‘ o
) to_ look around and think of doing somethlng to;clean. .
Jup the . blggest and Worst rubble heap in sll Asm :

FOREIGN POLICY

Then, there is. the extremely senmtwe questlon of

‘our-.foreign: pohcy * The’ AFPFL government cell lt-;_.':

F N L
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ced-India's Korean resolution, which peutral ‘Burma’

$6: fmthfully supported as belng eompletely Amer1can-

engineéred,-as a . sly, and-: secret- way "of. Workmg for-j

B :America. The Whole ‘communist: press ha.s used -even
any "stronger language about thls resolumon

Then ega,ln “the" Burmese socla.hsts have ]omtly' )
‘ ';f.'decla.l ed. with: some other ‘socialist’ pa,rtles thelr deﬁnlte_' ’

. “opposition to. the cominform: countries. - The- .coming.
""-fsocla,llst conference will bring- together pa,rtles and men ~

. “who,;no matter in. what else they ‘might -disagree, ‘are
i fpa,Sslona,tely agreed in ‘opposing -the communist .bloc . .
-~ apd preparing for war :against it; Attlee, Lohia, S]a,rh1r, ;

*1 'the Japanese- socialists, the recent Yugoslav : mission,

the. Amerlca.n aid-missions; and the rest are all a part of
_the ‘hard - ‘core of:the. anticommunist bloc. . The: ‘only

; On the othe1 hand Russm q;nd Chm& have used

."v”'neutralhty They ca,ll it “s0,. but nelther of the two_ 3
' great blocs-does: - For instance; Allison; speaking for
‘- ..the American: state depa,rtment’ onenly said that this "~
ogort of neutra.hty is ‘more neutra.l in Words than in
"-action. He was very. satisfied with’ our: neutrahty when
© " He: v1s1ted Burma, recently, and -so has been’ every '
1mportant American visitor who has come, to study the~
fs1tua;t10n in Asia. They all liké'it because it can be very
. useful to them in ¢ertain fight:corners,. Jikethe one: at
- the time of the recent  Ifdian: resolution on. Korea
< o ’l‘hey are quite, qurte sure of-one thmg, ‘that thls policy
is'’but words as- \everythlng else +is -with’ the AFPFL
S government :'So _they go.back and wrlte gloe' back; -
..patt1ng thlngs about . the government Everyone on-
"3 the1r s1de is n1ce and Wonderful G ’,5 e :

- the. ‘strongest’ language to tell all’ what they- ‘think of : 4
""'__‘thls sortiof- neutrahty and government They dénoun- - .

"fference,between them ai.nd our. socmhst government‘ 0

i S A s




and would scorn. to do a.nythmg else, our soclahsts try et
. straddleand. work under .cover,: - They have: done’so - - 3 TR
~ before . and succeeded ~and they thmk it can ‘be done.v 8t
_a,g&m ~But“let - me: warn them-that the historical - '
-gituation is entirely- dlfferent now, and that they Wlll-"
find both the big blocs a “little; cleverer and a httle ity
- qulcker than themselves - _ A

. How trué this 'is':ca',n',‘ ¥ seen’ from the ‘way the‘.:’

situation " is” developing in.Burma.. Pake, for instance,

the American-inspired ‘welfare- plans. The parts that:
~really stand a chance of being fulfilled have all a clear :
~military: ptrspectlve, like foodgrowing;. commumcadnons
by land..sea; and air; hospitals:-and ‘medical staff. S
.. equipment, -and stores,‘ schools and other “lirge . °
- buildings;. manpower - census,a,nd all sorts of obherf e

straﬁeglc surveys.

‘Next, there are the Well eqmpped KMT forces‘

_entrenched in Just the crltlcal areas; and the links they
are forgmg with the KNDO. This shows that whatever
power is equipping and mamtammg these fo,rces is not

taking’ very ‘seriously’ the- AFPFL’s 'neutral. .poliey,
~orat least they know what it really means." ‘Also; ‘this.
. neutrality has not. prevented.China 'from keepmg o

strong forcés along the Burmese border; and /Vietminh

and Thai forces from trying to - make gecure ~their own g

"borders with. Barma. And- India’s concern’ for the’ Naga-

- .country, Pakistan’s for the Muhajid areas, Thanland’

for some of the .border. Shan States, all show that our
presen,t neutrahty is not reassurmg them very much

Aga,ln, look at all the pacts and contractual and g
_other relations with.foreign powers as well as business
_-concérns which the AFPFL government have accepted. .
- Bvery single one of -them takes - Burma, elther dlreotly

'.or mdlrectly, mto the western bloc. .

T8

a1 snare » o T RV

S, Pexha,ps 1. .might be- mlsundelstood -I swould not

“ . blame the AFPFL ‘government - for choosmg orie bloc -
“in preference_ to the-other, for hav1ng a positive ‘policy. .

-“I.night not agree -with:them, but I should. resgpect them

or it I blame theni’ for having no- positive policy at

: .,.-a,ll -or. at least, for not. having the conviction and
e coura,ge ‘to. declare. it ‘and stand. fast: by it - openly. - T
- :blame them: for trying: to be-half-fish ‘and half: frog as’
“'we say, for trying to-be! on .the: winning sid.in all .
o clroumsta,nces, and by.this very.act and motive making
<1 +it.certain that Burma would lose and be kicked . around
2t mno: ma,ttel ‘which side won: No country can be on both -
'!. gidés’ thiese days; and there can quite definitely be no -
- third. force, somet;hmg armed ‘with phrases and nof
o much-else; as Lienin onee scornfully - described ‘certain
- political’ struggles; -and "also equally" deﬁmbely there
- wont be any third force when the' shootlng starts. The
- less we_fool ourselves with such double talk and unreal

phrases the better shall we be prepared for the re&llbles

' ‘Even India-'is visibly reorlentatmg her foreign policy.
- There are signs that- it . is h&rdenmg into -something
sharp and posxtn e, and neutrallby is bemg seen to be

i,

vA’-l&st_'wo‘rd-r;i,bout-.t'his neutrality, In the present

- U~ desperate power struggle a.small.- and naked country -
-hke Burma miust try to learn a teW hmd f&cts

e The ﬁrst is that if war - should come- the questlon :

~" of‘her neutr&lxty init'would not be demded in Rangoon.

2 butrin Washmgton or Moscow or Peking: ~‘Only a fool

. ."sould believe that once these great war machines start

'movmg they would change their- pl&ns in order 0. sulb
i the eoclahets here or smywhere else. :

Nexb 1f shootmg should begm, no vl')ol'lc‘s"'woﬁld be

- A'Worhh anything -which could not shoot ba,ck effectlvely

‘01 get someone else to do so..

- o ‘9,>?




Next“neutmhby is not- a one- stage thlng or an .
..object which one conld pick up-and put down ° aga.m { 1o RPN e e
suit the moment. Like everything e]se it has.a ‘clear oot
history and sequence; it has “different stages; and -in . " .
order to be neutral one has to be so from an early stage SR

~‘and” at ‘every stage that follows. One. cannot .be .7 ="
neutral by suddenly declaring: that one is ‘neutral after . . <
& long history of co- operfl,tlon Wlth one slde

) Next, neutmhby is an 1mp1act1cable -policy * for &

- . country whose material and strateglc values would be -
~needed by both the sides at war.  That has been .. = -

particularly the fate of all the small rlmlandq posseqsmg- Wi R

such Values

_ And ﬂna,lly, to say " that 1L is neubral: ivhsn 1‘t
_is not w111 in-the long run, hurt much more th&n it
Cwill help a country. o

FOR TTIE WORLD R]"VOLUTION

Burma's fmelgn pollcy muaﬁ bake mto accouni &ll' G

those hard facts. - It must also take into’ “account “the

' great fact of otur own national revolution and of- all ‘the
other national revolutions now pushmg ‘ahead in Asia-

and Africa. It must be a positive - pollcy boldly

oriéntated. ‘towards these . revolutlons = In - this:
-revolutionary. period ' we' ‘must .choose:  like.. -
revolutionists—I dont say at once and w1t3houb glvmg ey
‘the matter. full thought; but cerbmnly before lt 1% too
late. . :

86 we raust make up our: mmds '&bout our ‘na;blon'aulv_ i
" revolutionary objectives, and ' we must: declare them™ . -
.clearly, positively, before all; and choose the cause that =+ .
will promote them. - "We cannot accept anythmg less :

That is the revolumonarv way.

(10)
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' We must be clear and unwavering in order ‘that -

' there:should be no misunderstanding either abroad or-
... among our own .people.. Unless we ourselves are 8o,
LFpur people cannot be. clear about our objectives and
‘obligations; and if they are not clear regarding such
basic matters there would be nothing to hold them
‘together as a people when the blow shoild .fall. “They

would be scattered like cattle and used also - like cattle

. by other people who would be firmly united by ..
. objectives they understand- and saccept. .Only &
" positive policy based upon clear posﬂnve revolutlon&ry

‘'objectives’ will -preserve our people in the present, .

e evolutlonmrv age.

(1)




